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ANALYSIS OF THE CHRYSANTHEMUMS BY JOHN STEINBECK
Steinbeck was a local boy and a writer of many stories and novels. One of his works included the Chrysanthemums. The Chrysanthemum by John Steinbeck is a story whose setting took place at a ranch in Salina Valleys in the period of 1920s or 1030s. Steinbeck is familiar with these grounds and understands what it means to be a resident here. Agriculture was the daily activity. When the Chrysanthemums were being written, the great depression was fading away, and the rights of women were a big issue in the society. This highly influenced the content of Steinbeck's work in the short story. In the story, women are isolated from men. 
The genre of the story is realism or literary fiction. The story is realistic for it explains a normal winter day, in a realistic ranch and a realistic woman working on her average garden. Steinbeck can connect a boatload of confounding, compelling and conflicting emotions into one simple language. The audience can hang on every word hoping to get what goes on next in the lives of these characters. The author can steal the soul of the audience and takes them into his world of imagination.
The main character in the story is Elisa Allen. She is the protagonist of thirty-five years of age. She lives with her husband, and the couple has no children. Elisa is associated with issues of sexuality and fertility. Apart from that, she is hard working but feels underappreciated, trapped and frustrated with life. Other characters include the Tinker who is a salesman and makes a living repairing kitchen utensils, pans, and pots. The other character is Henry Allen. He is the husband of Elisa. He loves his wife, and he is known to be a kind man. Runs a ranch and tries to please his wife even if he gets mystified by the wife.
There several themes in the story, but the main theme is inequality of gender. To start with, the term ‘the Chrysanthemums' is an understatement. The story points out a society that has no place for any intelligent woman. The protagonist (Elisa) is ambitious, attractive, smart and energetic but all these great qualities are drowning to waste. The other two makes in the story are less interesting and less talented compared to Elisa, and their lives are much more fulfilling and busy than that of Elisa. Also, Henry's intelligence is no match to his wife, but he is the one running the ranch. The role of Elisa is to watch her husband from afar as he works. The potential of a woman is ignored in the story.
The tone in the story is wistful and neutral. The narrator is somehow a snob. We can also say he is callous. He is not up for share time. He is less interested in getting touchy-feely with the audience. He keeps distance and leaves the audience to get into conclusions. Moreover, the writing style used by the other is simple, concise and sparse. Steinbeck has used very few words in bringing out deep meaning of words. After reading the story, one feels like it was a delicious brownie that got finished soon.
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